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^  ;  ^         APPLE  BLOTCE  » 

Apple  Blotch! Pliyllosticta  solitaria         E.)is  characterized  on 'the 
fruit  "by  irregular  'aar>:  spo'cs  in  the  skin.    The  darkened  areas  often 
run  out  from  a  common  centre  like  an  ink  spXa^^h  and  the  tissue  is 
sometimes  raised  or  irregular.    The  Blotch  fungus  causes  inncmierahle 
Small  hark  cankers  on  twigs  and  hearing  shoots  v/hich  remain  active 
for  several  years.    The  fungus  in  them  produces ' each  spring  a  crop 
of  spores  which  infect  the  fruit  of  that  season.    Because  of  this 
method  of  wintering  and  the  numerous  spores,  Blotch  is  a  difficult 
disease  to  control. 

The  fungus  also  causes  spots  on  the  foliage  and  this  attack  may 
he  so  severe  that  the  leaves  fall  prematurely, 

Apple  Blotch  is  a  destructive  disease  in  the  midfile  west,  and 
there  is  reason  to  think  that  it  is  sometimes  hrought  into  our  state 
on  infected  nursery  stock. 

Varieties  severely  injured  hy  this  disease  are:  Missouri ' Pippin, 
Ben  D.-^vis,  Limber  Twig,  II, W. Greening,  White  I7inter  Pearmain,  Arkansas 
Black,  Llaiden  Blush,  Smith  Cider,  Tolman  Sweet,  Pameuse»  Wagener, 
Gano,  V/illow  Twig,  Gilpin,  Mammoth  Black  Twig, 

Moderately  injured:  McAfee,  Genet,  Yellov;  "Belief  lower ,  Ingram,  " 
Northern  Spy,  Stayman  Vfineaap,  Pink,  Minkler,  Wealthy,  Rome  Beauty. 

Slightly  injured:  Jonathan,  Grimes  Golden,  Winesap,  York  Imperial. 

CONTROL 

1.  In  setting  nursery  stock  it  is  of  great  importance  to  secure 
trees  free  from  Blotch,  which'means  in  practice ,huying  from  nurseri- 
es in  v/hich  it  does  not  occur.    This  is  especially  true  for  susccp- 
tihle  varieties. 

2.  As  far  as  possible  varieties  should  be  chosen  wMch  are  little 
subject  to  the  disease. 

3.  It  is  sometimes  worth  while  to  remove  entirely  a  few  suscep- 
tible trees  rather  than  leave  these  as  infection  centres  for  the 
rest  of  the  orchard, 

4 6  Blotch  cankers  can  be  cut  out  successfully  from  young  trees  if 
care  is  taken  to  slice  a  large  enough  area  from  the  bark  without 
cutting  deep  enough  to  injure  the  cambium, 

5.  In  pruning  it  is  desirable  to  cut  out  as  much  of  the  cankered 
growth  as  can  be  spared. 

6„  Spraying  is  the  most  important  feature  in  Blotch  control.  Using 
3-4-50  Bordeai:ix  make  the  first  application  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks 
after  petal  fall,  and  a  second  four  weeks  after  petal  fall*    A  third 
gpiay  may  be  needed  six  weeks  after 'petal  fall  on  susceptible  varie- 
ties or  wnere  the  disease  is  severe.    A  fourth  spray  at  ten  weeks 
af  U-r  petal  fall  of  2-3-50  Bordeaux  can  be  given  to  replace  the  lime 
S"..liar  spray  which  in  ordinary  spraying  comes  at  this  time. 
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